
Open Response  - And Then There Were FOUR… 
 

KNOW 
(Content) 

DO 
(Power/Performance 

Verb) 

Plan 
(Answer) 

Check 
 

1. What do I need to 
know to answer this 
question? 
 

2. What clues do I get 
from the prompt?  
(Keywords, ideas, 
concepts) 

 
 

3. Think of common 
characteristics of 
the topic (wars, all 
science 
investigations, all 
measurements, 
specific laws, 
principals, etc.) 

1. How many parts does this 
question have? 
 

2. What am I being asked to 
do in each part? 

 
 

3. Identify the power verbs 
and explain their 
definitions.  (Explain, 
describe, etc.) 
 

4. Use common problem 
solving strategies: Look for 
patterns, work backwards,  
guess & check, make a 
table, chart, graph, outline, 
drawing, model. 

1. How will I organize 
my answer? 
 

2. What information 
will my answer 
contain? 

 
 

3. What key 
vocabulary do I need 
to use on my answer? 

q Did I answer all parts of the 
question? 

 
q Did I label the different parts?  (A, 

B, C, 1, 2, 3, ) 
 
q Did I give the correct number of 

explanations?  (If no number is 
given you MUST give THREE.) 

 
q Did I use key Vocabulary 

appropriately? 
 
q Did I put my answer in the proper 

format (paragraph, letter, article, 
graph, chart, table, etc.) 

 
q Did I write using complete 

thoughts? 
 
q Does my answer make sense and 

sound reasonable/logical? 
 
q Did I support my answer with fact 

and/or detail? 
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